Lenten Evening Prayer
“Light of Life: A Journey Through John”
March 17, 2021
Prelude

Words of Welcome
Stand
Versicles (Common)
John 8:12; John 1:5; Luke 24:29; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6
L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.
L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.
L Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron
L Joyous light of glory:
C of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light
L Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by
day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we,
Your creatures, glorify
You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit
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Psalm 141

Psalm 141:1–4, 8
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Psalm Prayer
L Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend
on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
C Amen.
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Psalm 107:1–9
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in;
hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.
He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell in.
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of men!
For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

Office Hymn

422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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Reading
L A reading from John, the twelfth chapter.

John 12:1–19

1

Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
4

reclining with him at the table. 3Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6He said this, not because he cared about
the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was
put into it. 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8The poor you always
have with you, but you do not always have me.”
9
When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him
but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to
death as well, 11because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.
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The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
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So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as
it is written,
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“Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
16
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered
that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd that had been with him
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason
why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one
another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Final Reading Response
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon
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Hebrews 1:1–2a

Magnificat

933 My Soul Rejoices
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Stand
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Litany
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
C Alleluia.
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to
Christ, our Lord:
C To You, O Lord.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and
also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through
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Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer
L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

[Psalm 103:1]

Benediction
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.

Hymn
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Postlude
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