Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Divine Service, Setting Three
October 4, 2020
Regarding the Lord’s Supper – Today as we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion we will receive the
body and blood of our Savior. We receive the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. Mindful
of the Scriptural teaching concerning Church fellowship (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 11:26; Rom. 16:17), we
practice closed communion. Communicant members of this congregation, or another congregation of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, are encouraged to commune this morning. Guests desiring to receive the
sacrament are encouraged to speak with the pastor.

Prelude

Words of Welcome
Stand
Hymn of Invocation: Christ, the Word of God Incarnate
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LSB 184

Exhortation
LSB 184
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins
LSB 184
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution
LSB 185
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Introit
Ps. 118:22–24; antiphon: Ps. 118:1
P
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
C
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
P
This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
C
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
All
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
P
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

Gloria Patri
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Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
C Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us when we
reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading
1
Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
4
What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it?
When I looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
5
And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
6
I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
7
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts

Isaiah 5:1–7
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is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness,
but behold, an outcry!
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle
Philippians 3:4b–14
4
though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for
confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
8
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of
his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I
may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

33

Matthew 21:33–46

[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence
6

around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country.
34
When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the tenants
took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other servants, more than
the first. And they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
38
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have
his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40When therefore the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their
seasons.”
42
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its
fruits. 44And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush
him.”
45
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about
them. 46And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a
prophet.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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Hymn of the Day: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

LSB 761

Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Offertory
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Sit
Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Merciful Lord, You have planted us as Your own vineyard, that we might bear good fruit for Your glory. Grant to
us grace, that we may be faithful and show forth in our lives the good works that glorify You and serve Your
purpose. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Mighty Lord, give to the nations both the desire for and the blessing of peace. Thwart the actions of terrorists
and those who would oppress with the power of fear. Bless our president; our governor; and all who pass,
enforce and judge our laws. Spare us from disease and fear. Deliver the poor from want, and help us to provide
jobs and worthy employment for all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Everlasting Father, guide husbands and wives to love and forgive each other and strengthen them in their life
together. Bless the homes in which Your people dwell. Help parents to be faithful examples for their children,
and give room in their hearts and homes so that orphans may know the joy of a place and a home to call their
own. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of love, deliver the sick from their illnesses, give relief to the suffering, help the troubled to know peace of
mind, and be with the grieving and those in their final days. Guide all health care professionals to serve those in
need, and give patience to those who must bear with their infirmities, disabilities and infertility. Hear us
especially for _____________. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, keep us from resentful hearts that would begrudge Your mercy or live selfishly for ourselves and
teach us to live for You the life that You have given us, treasuring in our hearts all that is good and wise and
seeking after these things. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear us, O Lord, and give answer to the prayers of Your people prayed in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ,
whom with the Father and the Spirit, You are one God and one Lord, forevermore. Amen.
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Preface
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Proper Preface (Full)
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Sit
Distribution
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Distribution Hymn: O Living Bread from Heaven
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Distribution Hymn: Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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Hymn: Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Post-Communion Collect
16

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation
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Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Hymn: The Church's One Foundation

5

LSB 644 sts. 1–5

Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
18

With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
Public domain
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