Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Divine Service, Setting Three
November 8, 2020
Regarding the Lord’s Supper – Today as we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion we will receive the
body and blood of our Savior. We receive the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. Mindful
of the Scriptural teaching concerning Church fellowship (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 11:26; Rom. 16:17), we
practice closed communion. Communicant members of this congregation, or another congregation of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, are encouraged to commune this morning. Guests desiring to receive the
sacrament are encouraged to speak with the pastor.

Prelude

Words of Welcome
Stand
Baptismal Hymn: See This Wonder in the Making
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Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit
Baptismal Address
P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”
The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the
devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and
everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who
atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.
The pastor addresses each candidate:
Naming of the Candidate
P How are you named?
R [Name]
The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying:
Sign of the Cross
P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to mark
you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.
The Flood Prayer
P Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving world
through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight
souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel
through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the
Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters
to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin.
We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and bless [him/her/them]
with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in [him/her/them], which has been
inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she herself / they themselves] [has/have] committed since,
would be drowned and die. Grant that [he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the
Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times
with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be
declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
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Address to Sponsors
P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal candidates
and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the
Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism
of those they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture
in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are at
all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor.
P Is it your intention to serve name of candidate(s) as sponsors in the Christian faith?
R Yes, with the help of God.
P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what we are
unable to do.
C Amen.
Holy Gospel for Baptism
P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who
brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children
come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in
His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s).
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even T evermore.
C Amen.
Renunciation
P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil?
R Yes, I renounce him.
P Do you renounce all his works?
R Yes, I renounce them.
P Do you renounce all his ways?
R Yes, I renounce them.
Profession of Faith
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
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R Yes, I believe.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead?
R Yes, I believe.
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?
R Yes, I believe.
P [Name,] do you desire to be baptized?
R Yes, I do.
The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:
The Baptism
P [Name,] I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying:
Blessing of the Newly Baptized
P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of
the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting.
C Amen.
The pastor places a white garment on the newly baptized while saying:
Presentation of the White Garment
P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness
that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the
inheritance prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
The pastor lights a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and gives it to the newly baptized while saying:
Presentation of the Baptismal Candle
P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of the world. Live always
in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with
Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.
The Welcome
A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We receive you in Jesus' name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that together we might hear His
Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous
light.
C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.
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Collect for the newly baptized
P Let us pray.
Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously preserve and
enlarge Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them]
[a member / members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom.
We humbly implore You that, as [he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your [child/children], You would
keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, that according to Your good pleasure
[he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and
finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
The Peace
P Peace T be with you.
C Amen.

Introit
Ps. 84:1, 9–12; antiphon: Ps. 84:3
P
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your
altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
C
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!
P
Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed!
C
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
P
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he
withhold from those who walk uprightly.
C
O LORD of hosts, blessèd is the one who trusts in you!
All
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
P
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your
altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

Gloria Patri
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Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

C Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that with all
the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Sit
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Old Testament Reading
18
Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
19
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21
“I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:18–24

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A
C

Epistle

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be
with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
13

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.

Matthew 25:1–13

1

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
7
Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for
you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not
know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Hymn of the Day: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Sermon
Stand
Offertory
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Sit
Offering

Reception of Members by Profession of Faith
Profession of Faith
P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: "Whoever confesses Me before men, I will
also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny
before My Father who is in heaven." Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give
answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave
you in your Baptism?
R Yes, I do.
P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
R Yes, I renounce them.
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit?
R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the doctrine of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful
and true?
R I do.
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord's Supper faithfully?
R I do, by the grace of God.
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
R I do, by the grace of God.
P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation?
R I do.
P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your prayers and the gifts
God has given you?
R I will, with the help of God.
P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are [a member/members] of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord's Supper and participate with us
in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Collect
P Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons
and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the
heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they
may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we await
the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

Blessing
P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
C Amen.
Stand
Prayer of the Church
Lord, You are our help and deliverer and to You we bring the prayers and petitions of Your people, that You
may grant to us all things good and needful and guard us against all things evil and harmful.
Brief silence
That the Lord would rule over the darkness and shine His light over all the earth, that those from many nations
may be united as one people through Baptism and live together in faith, by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Lord would grant us wisdom and courage, that we may be prepared at all times to receive Him when
He comes in His glory and that we may not be distracted by earthly glories that fade away or disillusioned by
earthly disappointments, which will come to an end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the governments of the world and our leaders would act justly and with mercy, that we may be spared war
and violence, and that we may use wisely and for the Lord’s glory His gift of liberty and the abundant blessings
He has poured out on our land, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Lord would give aid and comfort to the sick, the suffering and those in their last days, that He may
grant healing according to His will and strength to bear up under the weight of loneliness or affliction, [we pray
especially for _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That we may be ready to receive the Lord when He comes again in glory, that the Lord may open the hearts of
those who have wandered away from the faith, and that the Lord may restore those caught up in error’s maze,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That the Lord may hear and answer the prayers of His people and that we may be content with His answer,
trusting in His Fatherly will and wisdom to grant us all that we need and all that will profit our salvation, let us
pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Preface

LSB 194

Proper Preface (Full)
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Lord's Prayer
LSB 196
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Sit
Distribution
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Distribution Hymn: Jesus Comes Today with Healing

5

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.
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LSB 620

Distribution Hymn: 814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul

5

He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suff’rers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for the_oppressed.

6

His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His belovèd Son.

LSB 814
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Hymn: 848 Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service

LSB 848
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
19

Salutation
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Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Hymn: How Great Thou Art
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