Maundy Thursday
April 9, 2020
Prelude
Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness

LSB 563 sts. 1–2, 4

Text and Music: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
Introit

Ps. 116:1–4; antiphon: Ps. 116:5
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
"O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!"
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
P

C

Let us pray.
O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we
may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may
continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

On My Heart Imprint Your Image

LSB 422

Text and Music: Public domain

Epistle

1 Corinthians 11:23–32
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
27
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the
bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks
judgment on himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that
we may not be condemned along with the world.
23

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
C
Glory to You, O Lord.

John 13:1–17, 31b–35

1

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During supper,
when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going
back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his
waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my
feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you,
you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that
was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12
When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for
so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.
17
If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. . . .
31b
“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You
will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’
34
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to
love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Jesus, Greatest at the Table

LSB 446 sts. 1–3
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Sermon
Jesus, Greatest at the Table
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Prayer of the Church
[1 Timothy 2:1-4]
On this holy night in which our Lord gathered His disciples in the Upper Room, we come to You, O Lord, in
4

His name with the concerns of our hearts for ourselves and all people.
Brief silence
Grant to us zeal for Your house, O Lord, and love for the things of Your Kingdom. Preserve those who are
unable to gather together as they wish, and grant them their desire quickly. Give Your Church harmony and
peace to confess Your Word with one voice before the world. Cover us with the blood of Christ, and grant us
Your Spirit, that we may walk in Your ways and do the good You desire. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Deliver us, O Lord, from every temptation, and lead us to know and do what is holy and right according to
Your Word and commands. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the midst of plagues and enemies that threaten and a world filled with conflict and terror, give us wise
leaders, O Lord, that we may be preserved from harm. Guide those who make and administer our laws to
act in timely and prudent ways, and give to all judges knowledge to render justice with mercy. Bless all
military, emergency and medical workers who defend and help us here and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As generously as You have given to us, O Lord, teach us to be generous in giving, that the poor may not
suffer want nor Your Church be deprived of the resources to serve Your purpose both here and across the
world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Have mercy, Lord, spare Your people and turn this pandemic away! Preserve the sick, comfort the fearful
and grant to the dying Your peace. Hear us on behalf of all those who have asked us to pray. Give them
healing in accordance with Your will, strength to bear up under the burdens of this mortal life, and comfort
and hope in this and every trial. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son instituted the Lord’s Supper to eat and to drink, that what is promised in His
testament may be truly received by His friends and heirs. Have mercy on all who are kept from Your table in
extraordinary circumstances, and do not shut them out of Your Supper forever. Let the words of this
testament echo in their ears and hearts and, in true faith, let them believe these words, trusting that they
receive spiritually in faith exactly what Your Son has both won and declared: the forgiveness of sins. Stir up
in us a desire to commune with our fellow Christians on Your true body and blood, and bring us soon to the
table. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You know, O Lord, what we need, and You have promised never to abandon us. Help us to endure in faith
and, with a joyful countenance, receive the blessings of Your grace and the answers to our prayers; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Matthew 6:9–13
C
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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“Stripping of the Altar”
The depth of Christ’s servanthood is demonstrated as the altar is reverently stripped in preparation
for the Church’s observance of Jesus’ death on Good Friday. On Maundy (Holy) Thursday, the
Church begins the journey through the three days of Christ’s Passover from death to life and from
captivity to freedom.
(during the stripping of the altar) My Song Is Love Unknown
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Because the Holy Week services are seen as one service collectively, no Benediction is spoken at the
conclusion of the Holy Thursday service. The Benediction spoken at the Easter Sunday service concludes all
the services of the Three Days.
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