The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day
December 25, 2020
Regarding the Lord’s Supper – Today as we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion we will receive the
body and blood of our Savior. We receive the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. Mindful
of the Scriptural teaching concerning Church fellowship (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 11:26; Rom. 16:17), we
practice closed communion. Communicant members of this congregation, or another congregation of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, are encouraged to commune this morning. Guests desiring to receive the
sacrament are encouraged to speak with the pastor.

Prelude

Words of Welcome
Stand
Hymn of Invocation: Joy to the World

LSB 387
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LSB 151

Exhortation
LSB 151
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
LSB 151
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution
LSB 151
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Entrance Hymn: A Great and Mighty Wonder

LSB 383 sts. 1, ref, 2, 4
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Kyrie
LSB 152
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading
7
How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9
Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10
The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Isaiah 52:7–10

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a
P To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
C And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
P Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
Epistle
Hebrews 1:1–6
1
2
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent
than theirs.
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”?
Or again,
“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Stand
Hymn: Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn

LSB 391
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

John 1:1–14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about
the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did
not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
5

from the Father, full of grace and truth.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day: Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Sermon
Stand
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Word made flesh, in the joyous celebration of Your nativity, we have seen Your glory. Your goodness and
loving kindness have appeared to us. Grant us comfort and peace in the knowledge of Your incarnation and a
blessed new year. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless those called to preach and those called to hear, that the light of Your Word may continue to illumine the
darkness of our world. Abide with those who suffer persecution for confessing its truth. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Make all the baptized confident in the promise given to them in the waters of Baptism. Continue to expand
Your kingdom through this blessed portal to eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
By Your Spirit, visit those who suffer: the sick, the sorrowing, the hospitalized, the poor, the destitute, the
homeless, the unemployed. Remember those who have requested our intercessions, [especially _____________,]
that they might not be given to despair but entreat their heavenly Father’s protection even in times of great
need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give comfort to those who grieve [especially those who mourn _____________]. Grant to all people a sure and
certain hope in the resurrection of all the dead and eternal life for all believers in You on the day of Your return.
Keep us steadfast and faithful until that day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, in Your Holy Supper we have seen Your glory. From Your humble entry into our world in the
womb of the blessed Virgin to Your first bed in a feed trough, You set aside the honor You rightly deserve to
bless us with Your presence. As You now come to us humbly under the forms of bread and wine, bless us with
a right faith, that we might worthily receive Your body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in Your
7

mercy, hear our prayer.
Word made flesh, we give You thanks that of Your mercy and compassion, You become incarnate and have
redeemed us from sin and everlasting death. Enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may ever be
thankful for such grace and comfort ourselves by it in all tribulation and temptation and at last obtain eternal
salvation; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are one Lord, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit
Offering
Stand
Offertory

LSB 159
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Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

LSB 160

Proper Preface (Full)
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son,
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 161

Prayer of Thanksgiving
LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
9

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
LSB 162
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

LSB 163

Agnus Dei

LSB 163

10

Sit
Distribution

Distribution Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful

LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2–4
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Distribution Hymn: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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Stand
Thank the Lord

LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction

LSB 166
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Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Christmas Poinsettias have been donated by :
Dave & Donna Barkley ......................................................................................................................................... For All Our Blessings
Carole Braudis ................................................................................................................................................................... In Thanksgiving
Scott Bromberek ............................................................................................................................. In Memory of Robert Bromberek
Bruce family ............................................................................................................................................ For All of Our Many Blessings
Michael & Isabel Conti
Cuchlinski Family .................................................................................................................. In Memory of Tony’s and BJ’s Parents
Tom & Sandy Gregar ........................................................................................... In Thanksgiving for God’s Bountiful Blessings
Rudy Kanzinger ............................................................................................................................................ In Memory of Loved Ones
Kelle Kelley ......................................................................... In Memory of George Martin Jr. & Else, and George Dale Martin
Ruth Krause ................................................................................................. In Honor of Lois Sutton, In Memory of Dolly Hawks
Carl & Margie Meier ......................................................................................................................... Thanksgiving to Thee, O Christ
Stephen & Shelley Richardson .................................................................................... In Memory of Loves Ones & Aunt Gerry
Stan Schuerman ..................................................................................................................................................... In Memory of Bonnie
Sandra & John Tuttle ........................................................................................................................................ Praise to You, O Christ
Yoakum family .............................................................................................................................................. In Memory of Loved Ones
Lisa Zimmerman ............................................................................................................................. In Memory of Kathy Zimmerman
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