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Advent Evening Prayer 

“Comfort, Comfort My People” 

December 9, 2020 

 

 

Prelude 

 

 

Words of Welcome 

 

 

Hymn: The Advent of Our King  LSB 331 sts. 1–2, 5–6 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
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Stand 

 

Versicles (Advent)  

L The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

L All those who await His appearance pray: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

L The whole creation pleads: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Phos Hilaron  LSB 244 

L Joyous light of glory: 

C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 

 

Thanksgiving for Light  

L We praise and thank You, O God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, that You have enlightened us 

by revealing the Light that never fades. Night is falling, and day's allotted span draws to a close. The 

daylight which You created for our pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet, of Your free gift, now the 

evening lights do not fail us. We praise You and glorify You through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

through Him be glory, honor, and power to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Psalm 141  LSB 245 
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Psalm Prayer  

L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend 

on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole 

heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Psalm  Psalm 85:1-13 

P  LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.   

C  You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin.   

P  You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.   

C  Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us!   

P  Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to all generations?   

C  Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?   

P  Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.   

C  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but 

let them not turn back to folly.   

P  Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.   

C  Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other.   

P  Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky.   

C  Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.   

P  Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way. 
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Office Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 
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Readings From Holy Scripture  Isaiah 40:1–11 

L A reading from Isaiah, the fortieth chapter. 

 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
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6A voice says, “Cry!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

“Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead those that are with young. 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Response  LSB 247 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Magnificat: My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 
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Sit 

 

Offering 

 

 

Litany  LSB 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and 

for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, 

that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who 

sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 

  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to 

Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 

 

 

Collect For Peace  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and 

also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 252 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction  LSB 252 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night  LSB 883 sts. 1–3 
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